SATYAGRAHA AGAINST WAR
K. G. MASHRUWALA
'WHERE there is a will, there's a way1. If nations are
really opposed to war, none can force them to do so. There
are instances in history, where governments have been
forced to make peace with an enemy, and at times even
ignoble peace, when their subjects have become tired of
war and forcefully demanded its end. There is also the
instance of the Boer War of Transvaal, where the people
of England are said to have almost compelled the British
Government to come to terms with the Boers not so much
on account of aversion to war as by the realization that
their.government had been fighting it without any moral
justification and had, besides, in doing so perpetrated un-
speakable attrocities against innocent people.
The credit for creating public opinion in England
against the Boer War belongs, says Gandhiji in his Satya-
graha in South Africa (pp. 31-32), not to the Boers them-
selves whose women were in the concentration camps and
whose men were 'fighting valiantly on the battle-field', but
to 'a few high souled Englishmen and women, who were
then in South Africa*. Gandhiji mentions three persons
in particular: Miss Emily Hobhouse, Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman and Mr. W. T. Stead. Miss Hobhouse boldly
and frankly condemned the attrocities of the British army
on the Boers. Speaking about her to a Chinese visitor,
Gandhiji said,
Though an Englishwoman, she courageously went to
the Boer concentration camps. She exhorted the .Boers
never to lose heart, and it is said that, if she had not
steeled the hearts of the Boer women as she did, the
war might have taken a different turn. She was full
of wrath for her own people for whom she had not a
good wprd to say.......You will copy her love
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